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 Perform an oral exam and discuss with the provider eferral of the patient to a dentist, 

to complete appropriate preventive dentistry prior to starting the drug, as 

osteonecrosis of the jaw (ONJ) is a rare complication of therapy.  

  Drug is administered subcutaneously, at 120 mg/1.7 mL (70 mg/mL) every 4 weeks (in 

the upper arm, upper thigh, or abdomen). Store drug in refrigerator, and bring to room 

temperature prior to administration (15–30 min).  

 Administer calcium, vitamin D, and magnesium supplements as necessary to treat or 

prevent hypocalcemia.  

 During treatment, avoid any invasive dental procedures. Report right away any jaw or 

tooth pain, or changes in your teeth or gums.  

ONJ  

 
is an uncommon but potentially serious condition 

associated with the use of bone-modifying agents.  
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Denosumab Receives FDA Approval for New Indications in 

Prostate and Breast Cancer On 19 September 2011, the US 

Food and Drug Administration (FDA) approved denosumab 

(Prolia®, Amgen)  

 

to reduce bone loss in women receiving adjuvant aromatase 

inhibitor therapy for breast cancer and  

 

 in men receiving androgen-deprivation therapy for 

nonmetastatic prostate cancer 

Prolia®, Amgen 
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Conlusion 

 Subcutaneous Denosumab, at 120 mg Q4W, was superior to zolendronic acid 

in delaying or preventing skeletal-related events (SREs) in MBC 
 

 Overall survival, overall disease progression, and adverse event (AE) rates 

were similar between groups. Increased rates of renal AEs and acute phase 

reactions occured with zolendronic acid and hypocalcemia with denosumab. 

ONJ was infrequent and not significantly different between treatment arms  

 

  Bone targeted therapy may be efficient in preventing and delaying therapy 

induced osteoporosis in BC 

 Role of adjuvant Denosumab in delaying bone metastases in early BC is 

under investigation.  
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